Abstract. Acolpenteron australe sp. n. (Dactylogyridae, Dactylogyrinae) is described from ureters and renal tubules of Percichthys trucha (Cuvier et Valenciennes) (Perciformes, Percichthyidae) from Andean Patagonian lakes. The new species has a haptor with 14 hooks, with shanks comprised of two subunits. It has overlapped intercaecal gonads, male copulatory organ as a sclerotized tube with one counterclockwise coil and a J-shaped accessory piece. It differs from the other species of Acolpenteron by having a non-forked accessory piece. This is the first monogenean species described from a percichthyid host in South America.
Eight monogenean species have been described from the urinary systems of teleostean fishes: Urogyrus cichlidarum Bilong Bilong, Birgi et Euzet, 1994 Viozzi et Gutiérrez, 2001 from Argentina; Acolpenteron ureteroecetes Fischthal et Allison, 1940 and A. catostomi Fischthal et Allison, 1942 from North America and A. nephriticum Gvozdev, 1945 from Russia (Fischthal and Allison 1940 , 1941 , 1942 , Yamaguti 1963 , Kohn 1990 , Bilong Bilong et al. 1994 , Boeger et al. 2001 , Viozzi and Gutiérrez 2001 , Takemoto et al. 2002 . Two species of Pseudacolpenteron Bychowsky et Gussev, 1955 have been described from gills and fins of cyprinid fishes: P. pavlovskii Bychowsky et Gussev, 1955 and P. ignotum Gussev, 1955 (Yamaguti 1963 , Rogers 1968 . Although Yamaguti (1963) synonymized Pseudacolpenteron with Acolpenteron, Rogers (1968) considered Pseudacolpenteron a valid genus due to differences in the eyes, head organs and the site of infection. Kritsky et al. (1978) considered those characters not different enough to separate the genera.
Species of Acolpenteron from ureters have been described from species of Perciformes and Cypriniformes in the North Hemisphere: A. nephriticum from balitorid fishes, A. catostomi parasitizing catostomids and A. ureteroecetes centrarchids. Species of the genus have not been described in the South Hemisphere, although A. ureteroecetes has been found in different countries due to the introduction of centrarchid fishes (Du Plessis 1948 , Hoffman 1970 , Bunkley-Williams and Williams 1995 . In the present study, a new species from the ureters and renal tubules of Percichthys trucha (Cuvier et Valenciennes) from Patagonian lakes is described.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Specimens of Percichthys trucha from three northwestern Patagonian glacial lakes (Argentina) were collected with aid of gill nets, and then transported to the laboratory and examined. The fish were dissected and parasites removed from ureters with the aid of a dissecting microscope. Monogenean specimens were relaxed in tap water, killed in 1:4,000 formalin and preserved in 5% formalin. Specimens were stained in Gomori's trichrome and mounted in Canada balsam. Illustrations were prepared with the aid of camera lucida; measurements of male copulatory organ length and the accessory piece were obtained by using a curvimeter on camera lucida drawings. Measurements are expressed in micrometres, averages are followed by the range and number of specimens measured (n) in parentheses.
RESULTS
Acolpenteron australe sp. n. Lake Aluminé (38°55'S, 71°10'W), Patagonia, Argentina. S i t e o f i n f e c t i o n : Ureters, renal tubules. P r e v a l e n c e : 76% (October 1997, Lake Escondido, n = 17). M e a n i n t e n s i t y : 6.5 (October 1997, Lake Escondido, n = 17). M a x i m u m i n t e n s i t y : 117 (May 1999, Lake Moreno). 
DISCUSSION
The new species can be designated with Acolpenteron by virtue of the site of infection, the lack of anchors and bars, the presence of 14 ventral marginal hooks, two pre-postpharyngeal cephalic glands, a copulatory complex as a sclerotized tube with a counterclockwise coil, a sclerotized vagina opening ventrally near the right margin of the body, and intestinal caeca lacking diverticula and united posteriorly. Although Kritsky et al. (1978) Allison 1941, Petrie-Hanson 2001) .
The maximum intensity observed in nature was higher in A. australe than in A. ureteroecetes (compare Fischthal and Allison 1941) , although pathological signs were not observed. The culture conditions in hatcheries can lead to mortality due to extremely high infections. Mortality and degenerative renal changes due to the heavy infections with A. ureteroecetes in cultured Micropterus salmoides were reported in South Africa and USA (Du Plessis 1948 , Petrie-Hanson 2001 .
Acolpenteron australe is the first species of the genus Acolpenteron described from the South Hemisphere.
